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Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on: 

The international application in the language in which it was filed 

I I A translation of the international application into 
' — ' translation furnished for the purposes of: 



2, 



, which is the language of a 



I I international search (under Rules 1 23(a) and 23 . 1 (b)) 

[ I publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4(a)) 

• rn international preliminary examination (Rules 55.2(a) and/or 55.3(a)) 
Wifli regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets ^^^^^^j^"^^^^^ 
fuZshSto the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as ^^ongmally 
filed" and are not annexed to this report): 
I I the international application as originally filed/fumished 

[x] the description: 

pages 1-29 as originally filed/furnished 
pages* receivedby this Authority on with the letter of 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 



the claims: 



pages 
pages* 



as originally filed/fumished 

as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



pages* 30-32 received by this Authority on 2 December 2005 with the letter of the same, 
pages* . received by this Authority on with the letter of 



Xl the drawings: 



□ 



pages 1-20 as originally filed/fumished 
pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 
pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 
sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
3 . The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I | - the description, pages 

I [ the claims, Nos. 

I [ the drawings, sheets/figs 

I [ the sequence listing (specify): 

I I any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 

4 rn Tliis report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
' xSe since lliey have been considered to go beyond 
70.2(c)). 

[ I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

[ I the sequence listing (specify): 

I I any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 
* If item 4 applies, some pr all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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citations and explanations supporting sucli statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-24 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Qaims 


1-24 


YES 




. Claims 




NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1-24 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

The claims, as amended, are novel and inventive over the prior art as none of the citations disclose a wheel rim 
having a track capable of being operatively coupled to respective ends of at least two spokes. 

Therefore titie subject matter of these claims is new and meets the requirements of Article 33(2) PCT with regard 
to novelty. 

Therefore the subject matter of these claims is not obvious and meets the requirements of Article 33(3) PCT with 
regard to inventive step. 
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CLAIMS 

1 . A wheel rim comprising: 

(a) a circular band; and 

(b) at least one track located on the circular band capable of being 
5 operatively coupled to respective ends of at least two spokes. 

2. The wheel rim of claim 1 wherein the end of the spokes are 
capable of sliding relative to the track. 

3. The wheel rim of claim 1 wherein the track comprises a groove 
capable of receiving and retaining a plurality of carriages operatively coupled 

10 to respective ends of the spokes. 

4. The wheel rim of claim 3 wherein each carnage is operatively 
coupled to a threaded end of the spoke(s). 

5. The wheel rim of claim 4 wherein each carriage comprises a 
spoke nipple. 

15 6. The wheel rim of claim 3 wherein each carriage is operatively 

coupled to a non-threaded end of the spokes. 

7. The wheel rim of claim 6 wherein the non-threaded end of the 
spokes comprises a hook or flat head. 

8. The wheel rim of claim 2 wherein the track comprises a bar 
20 adapted to retain the end of the spokes. 

9. The wheel rim of claim 8 wherein the bar is adapted to retain a 
hook end of the spokes. 

1 0. The wheel rim of claim 4 wherein each carriage is operatively 
coupled to a spoke nipple. 
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1 1 . The wheel rim of claim 2 wherein the track comprises an 

outward extension capable of operatively coupling to a carriage. 
12 The wheel rim of claim 11 wherein outward extension 

comprises a T-shape capable of mating with the carriage. 
5 13. The wheel rim of claim 1 wherein the track is located on an 

inner surface of the circular band. 

14. The wheel rim of any one of claims 1 wherein the track 

comprises at least one channel located on each of two opposed side 
surfaces of the circular band. 
10 15. The wheel rim of claim 4 comprising a spacer carriage 

locatable on the track between adjacent carriages operatively coupled to a 
spoke nipple. 

16. The wheel rim of claim 4 wherein the plurality of carriages are 

operatively coupled to a strip. 
15 17. The wheel rim of claim 4 wherein the plurality of carriages are 

operatively coupled to the strip by an adhesive. 

1 9. The wheel rim of any one of claims 1 wherein the circular band 
comprises a channel located on an outer surface adapted to retain a tire. 

20. A wheel comprising: 

20 (1) a rim comprising: 

(i) a circular band; and 

(ii) at least one track located on the circular band; 
(2) a plurality of spokes operatively coupled to the track and 

extending inwardly from the rim; and 
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(3) a hub located central of the wheel and operatlvely 
coupled to the rim by said plurality of spokes. 

21. A method for operatively coupling a plurality of spokes to a 
wheel rim, including the step of operatively coupling ends of a plurality of 

5 spokes to a track located on an inner surface of a circular band of the rim, 
wherein the end of the spokes when operatively coupled to the track are 
slidable relative thereto. 

22. The method of claim 21 further including the step of operatively 
coupling the spoke to the carriage via a spoke nipple and operatively 

10 coupling the carriage to the track. 

23. The method of claim 22 further including the step of attaching 
one or more spacer can-iages to the track between adjacent carriages. 

24. The method of claim 23 furi:her including the step of attaching 
an opposite end of the spoke not attached to the carriage to a hub. 

15 
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